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MINISTERIAL EXPERT PANEL ON VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING 

Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.03 am]: I rise to inform the Parliament that the 
Ministerial Expert Panel on Voluntary Assisted Dying has now commenced consultation across 
Western Australia. Forums are being held through April and May 2019 to seek the views of members of the 
public, health professionals and other experts on what form the law should take to ensure that it is 
compassionate, contains appropriate safeguards and reflects the needs and wishes of Western Australians. 
Regional consultations commenced in Kalgoorlie last Thursday, 4 April, with 25 attendees, followed by 
Geraldton on Monday, 8 April 2019, with 56 attendees. Further consultations will be held in Broome, Bunbury 
and Mandurah. Details for the Mandurah consultation will be publicised shortly. We are committed to hearing 
from the regions. The metropolitan sites are Joondalup’s HBF Arena, The Rise at Maylands and Fiona Stanley 
Hospital. The consultation at Fiona Stanley Hospital will include webinar links for people in rural and remote 
areas. Registrations for forthcoming events are high, with a significant number of people also accessing the 
online consultation. 

At public forums, the panel is asking people to comment about the decision, eligible conditions and the process 
for voluntary assisted dying. It is important to sift fact from fiction. Over the coming months, MPs will be 
bombarded with misinformation and distortions of data by those who oppose voluntary assisted dying. A recent 
email that was widely circulated claimed that non-voluntary euthanasia occurred in eight per cent of all deaths 
in Belgium. Even the article that was cited for this assertion did not support that figure; it actually stated 
1.8 per cent. Members need to be aware that non-voluntary assisted euthanasia is illegal in Belgium, as it is in 
every other jurisdiction around the world where voluntary assisted dying laws are in place. Voluntary assisted 
dying laws shine a penetrating light on all end-of-life decisions and improve practice across the board. In 
Belgium, the rate of non-voluntary euthanasia decreased after voluntary assisted dying was legalised by statute. 
During the same time, palliative care services increased. 

I urge members to test whether the information they receive is reliable. Peer-reviewed, nonpartisan, parliamentary 
committee evidence, expert panel and court-endorsed evidence should be given much greater weight than anecdotal, 
editorial or mere opinion evidence. We must elevate the debate in this Parliament. All Western Australians can 
contribute their views via the health website. 
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